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(54) PICTURE AREA DISCRIMINATING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce an erroneous recognition, and to shorten 
a processing time discriminating a picture element under 
consideration as an edge when a density difference of more 
than a prescribed value is generated among picture elements in 
a picture group constituted of a picture element under 
consideration and the picture elements in the neighborhoods of 
it. 

CONSTITUTION: The picture information of an original 1 is 
optically scanned by a scanner part 2, and converted into an 
electric picture signal corresonding to the density by a 
photoelectric conversion element such as a CCD. Then, the 
electric picture signal outputted from the photoelectric 
conversion element is A/D converted into picture data 
indicating the density of each picture element. And also, the 
picture data obtained by the scanner part 2 are outputted to a 
picture area discriminating part 3, a character picture area is 
extracted, and the separated result from a non-character 
picture area is outputted to a picture processing part 4. The 
picture processing part 4 divides the picture data into picture 
data groups based on the separated result, and computes the 
average density of each picture data group by an average 
density arithmetic means. At that time, when the density 
difference of more than the prescribed value is generated 

amoung the picture elements in the picture group constituted of the picture element under consideration and 
the picture elements in the neighborhoods of it, the picture element under consideration is discriminated as 
the edge. Thus, the erroneous recognition can be prevented, the processing time can be shortened, and an 
processing error can be reduced. 
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